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PEABODY MUSEUM 


OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS. U.S.A. 


February 26, 19355. 


Mr. Howland Wood 

c/o Numismatic Society, 
155th Street and Broadway, 
New York, N. Ye 


My dear Mr. Wood: 


The Museum has recently received a collection 
from Arabia which includes a number of coins. These 
coins are of gold, silver and copper, Some of them 
are apparently of Mediaeval Yemenitic origins; others 
are of Sabaean Age. Since these coins fall outside 
the range of our activities we would like very much 
to dispose of them as soon as possible, 


Mr. Lloyd Briggs has suggested that you might 
be kind enough to look these over for us and tell us 
what their market value is and how we should go about 
disposing of them. 


If you are willing to do this I will send them 
to New York for your inspection. 


Sincerely, 


Carleton Se. Coon 
CC:MN 


February 27, 1935. 


Mr. Garleton S. Coon 
Peabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Ganbridge, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Coon: 

We ourselves might be intsrested 
in the coins you mention which came from 
Arabia. Therefore, we would be pleased to 
have you send them on and will then commmicate 
with you further. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


March 16, 1935 


Mr. Carleton S. Coon 
Peabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Coon: 


I em herewith sending you a check 
for $53.50 to pay for the coins. If you can find 
those modern coins I would like to see them. At 
the same time you might send on the gold coin 
you spoke about, though I will not gusrantee to 
keep it. Thanks for Suberi’s address - I will 
write him. 


Very. truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


PEABODY MUSEUM 


OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 
Howland Wood, Esq., 
Curator, 
American Numismatie Society, 
New York Oity. 


March 18, 1935. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


Here is the gold coin about which I wrote you. 
Thank you very much for the check--I am sending the money to 


Suberi at once, 


Sincerely, 


Mr. Carleton S. Coon 
Penbody Museum 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Goon: 

Your gold coin just at hand. 
It was struck at Sana’a by the Abbusee 
governors of the Yemun in J44. We have the 
type but not the date. It is not rare. I 
supoose at the present day price of goid it ° 
has about $3.00 in gold. I would give 34.00 
for it but as the piece is somewhat battered 
I do not think it is worth any tore, if really 
as much. JI will hold it here until I hear 
from vou. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


PEABODY MUSEUM 
OF 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 


Howland Wood, Esq., Mareh 25, 1935; 
Curator, 

American Numismatic Society, 

Broadway at 156th Street, 

New York City. 


Dear Mr. Wood; 

I have just reveived a letter from Suberi stating that 
he paid $45 for that gold coin and a handful of beads and inscribed 
small stones, several small silver cup-shaped coins, two or three cop- 
per coins, etc. The other material arrived later. It is apparent to 
me that I will never raise $45 for this small collection, and hence I 
am sending it back to Suberi as an attempt to prevent him fromshipping 
such things at such fantastic prices. If you will be good enough to 
return it I will send that back too. I am sure that $4 is all that it 
is worth, and am very sorry to have caused you so much trouble. 


Sincerely, 


@alitrx. Wor~ 


a —s | Ae 


PEABODY MUSEUM 


OF 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 


April 10, 1935. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 

American Numismatic Society, 

Broadway between 155th and 156th Streets, 
New York City. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


At last we have found the modern Yemeni coins 
which you said that you would like to see. These consist 
of thirteen cooper one-buksha pieces, thirty-three silver 
two-buksha pieces, and sixty silver four-buksha pieces. 
There are two other Yemeni coins of which we have no exam- 
ples: the rub', or quarter-dollars, and the nuss, or 
half-—dollars. The dollar used is the Theresa. 


I am sending these all to you by mail. In 
Yemeni currency they total eight rials minus one buksha,. 
Placing the rial at forty cents, this collection has an 
exchange value of $3.20. Its valve as a collection is un- 
known to me. The coins are the property of the Museum, 
and you can deal with me directly since I am not acting as 
a middle-man for any native correspondent. 


We are forwarding these today and await your 
decision and offer. 


Sincerely yours, 


Salle S. ron 


CSC.rh 


April 16, 1950. 


tr. Garleton S. Coon 
Peabody Museum 
Warvard University 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Coons 


Your letter came several days ago 
but the coins I think arrived yesterday. J] was 
avay at the time. We are very glad to set these 
coins as we hed hardly an example of this type. 
All of ours vere @ little older. We would ‘:ave 
to get rid of the bulk but I think x6 could do 
this fairly easily. You state that the exchange 
value amounts to $3.20. Would $4.00 be all right? 


Very truly yours, 


WW:IG Curator 


PEABODY MUSEUM 


OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 


ADIri AL Cyleoes 
Howland Wood, Esa., 


Curator, 

American Numismatic Society, 

Broadway between 155th & 156th Streets, 
New York City. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


Four dollars will be all right. 


Sincerely, \ 


Carleton S. Coon 


April 20, 1935. 


Mr. Carleton S. Coon 
Peabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Cambric ge, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Coon: 

Your letter came while I was 
away. Iam herewith sending you a cheek for 
84.00 to pay for those Yemen coins you sent 
on to us awhile ago. 


Very truly yours, 


HW JG Curator 


PEABODY MUSEUM 


OF 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 


May 18, 1935. 
Howland Wood, Esqa., 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway betw. 155 & 156th Sts., 
New York. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 

I have just received a letter from my friend Suberi 
protesting vigorously against my sending back some of his parcels, 
He says that the Imam charges 40% duty on them, and begs me to dis- 
pose of everything here, Hence you may have the enclosed trinket at 
our usual rate, if you wish. 


Sincerely, 


ii Sa 


May 20, 1935. 


Mr. Garleton S. Goon 
Peabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Coon: 


‘Your letter with the gold coin at 
hand. ‘he piece is interesting Lut not important 
as it is of a series where the margin inscription 
is unreadable. We have two or three of these but 
none like the piece you sent. I think $7.50 a 
good price and I am herewith sending a check for 
this amount. 


. I vas lebeling the coins you sent 
awhile ago - the odd change brought back from the 
Yemen. I mke it that 40 Bukshas equal 1 Imani 

or doliar. ‘The ten cent size silver coins have 

on them 1/10 - that would equal 4 Bukshas. The 
other silver piece has 1/2 of 1/10 which equals 
1/20 - which would be 2 Bukshas. The copper piece, 
however, I read as 1/8 of 1/10 - which I would 
make as 1/2 Buksha. When you sent these on you 
called them a 1 Buksh& piece. Will you let me know 
which is correct. 


Very truly yours, 


Ti JG Curator 


PEABODY MUSEUM 
OF 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 


Howland Wood, Esa., May 21, 4955. 
American Numismatic Society, 

Broadway between 155th & 156th Sts. 

New York, Ni 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


Thanks for the check, Here is another one that just 
came; apparently the supply is inexhaustible. 


The small copper piece is actually one half of a buksha; the 
one buksha piece, of which I apparently had no example, is much 
larger, and of copper. The Im@ni or dollar is commonly called a 
Rial and is always a Maria Theresa. There are 40 bukshas to a 
rial. The coins are; 1/2 rial; 1/4 rial; 1/10th of a rial, called a 
girsh; a half girsh; and the two copper coins, the buksha and half 
buksha, The half and quarter are called respectively nuss and rub!, 
the usual words for these fractions, 


Sincerely, 


Grlli Si 


So 


PEABODY MUSEUM 
OF 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 


fay B81, 1935. 
Howland Wood, Esq., 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway between 155th and 156th Streets, 
new York, N.Y. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 

In our process @f cisposing of the parts of the Suberi 
collection which we still have and which do not properly belong in 
our Myseum, I have just unearthed these 13 coins, which had been 
laid aside, and which, under the terms of his last letter, I am now 
authorized to sell. 


One is obviously Athenian, one is probably not a coin at all, and 
the others look for the most part vaguely Sabaean, At any rate they 
were all found at Saba'ta, supposedly. 


| Sincerely, Z 
on 
Gott. Chee 
fa 
era me 


Carleton S. Coon 


May 22, 1935. 


Mr. Carleton S. Coon 
/eabody Museum 

Harvard University 

Cambridge, Mass. 


“Dear Mr. Coon: 

Your letter just received and 
I am sending you a check this time for 46.00, 
as I don't consider this coin quite the equal 
of the other. I trust this amount will be 
satisfactory. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


Mr. Carleton 5. Coon 
Veabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Ganbridge, Vass. 


Dear lr. Goon: 
| I have just gotten back from 
my trip and have had a chance to look over 
the coins from the Yemen. Por these 14 
coins we will give you $5.00. If this is 
agreeable, I will send you 4 check. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


Howland Wood, ESq-,; 

American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway between 155th & 156th Sts. 
New York. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 

I have just run across this buksha ig a small 
collection I brought my son. Since he has two of them, and you 
have none, I think that it is only fair to give you this one. 


It is not for sale--it is a present, with our kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


at ae 


Carleton Se Coon 


PEABODY MUSEUM 


OF 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. May SL ; 1935 i" 


Howland Wood, Esqa., 
American Numi smatic Society, 


Broadway between 155th & 156th Sts., 
New York, 


Dear Mr. Wood; 

I had imagined that the collection was worth more 
than $5.00, owing to the presence of an Athenian coin and several 
Sabaeans; but if $5.00 is the limit, I will take it. 


Sincerely, 


Carleton S. Coon 


June 4th, 1935 


Mr. Craleton S. Coon : 
Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 


Your letter just at hand,and I have asked the man who is going to pay 
for the coins,if he would give any more? And he said “no” . He appears to 
think that five dollars is all they are worth. ‘The Athenian coin is not rare, 
and its condition is very poor. Coins,stamps and other things are judged 
according to condition. I herewith enclose check for five dollars ( $5.00 ) 


Yours very truly P 


Guratore 


Check enclosed 


PEABODY MUSEUM 
OF 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 


June 7, 1935. 


Mr. Howland Wood 

American Numismatic Society 

Broadway between 155th and 156th Sts. 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Wood: 

Dr. Thomas Barbour, the Director of the 
University Museum, has requested me to send you the 
enclosed six dollar bili for evaluation. Dr. Barbour 
does not wish to seil it, but would like to know how 
much it is worth. I am enclosing a return envelope 
and postage. I hope that you will not consider it 
presumptious of me to ask this favor; and I am sure 
that Dr. Barbour will be very grateful. 

Sincerely, 


CSc: MC Carleton S. Coon 
Enci.d 


June 10, 1955. 


Dr. Carleton S. Coon 
Peabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Cmabridge, Mass. 


Dear Dr. Coon: i 

Your favor of June 7th at hand enclosing a Continental 
six dollar bill. These sell in the trade anywhere from 10¢ to 50¢ 
according to condition. I should sxy the enclosed piece was worth 
about a quarter. This may seem surprising but the fact of the 
matter is that the Revolution was pretty nearly financed by the 
Various large issues of paper money that were put out by the United 
Colonies and later by the United States. Very few of these were 
ever redeeme so that vast quantities are still in existenee. You 
will notice on the end the words "Continental Gurrency". It has 
generally been understood the expression "Not Yorth a Continental” 
comes from these bills. YI’ am herewith returning it. 


I do not know whether I thanked you for the copper 
buksha piece you sent on on May 30th. JI wésh to thank you for this 
as Iwas most glad to get it, it being the only piece of this size 
we have. 


Very truly yours, 


iw: JG Curator 


PEABODY MUSEUM 
OF 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 


duly 3, 1935. 
Howland Wood, Esq., Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway between 155th and 156th Streets, 
New York City. 
Dear Mr. Wood: 

We have just received a heavy bullion ship- 
ment of seventy-—four silver Austrian coins dated from 
Ferdinand II through Carol. A list stating the numbers 
and dates of each is enclosed. 

If you wish to purchase these coins, or at 
least to examine them, I will send them at once, but I 
am writing you first to make sure since it makes quite 
a heavy package. We do not particularly care whether or 
not they are worth a Continental; the idea is to dispose 
of them. 

I think that your letter to Dr. Barbour was 
wonderful. 


Sincerely, 


CSC.rh 


Austrian Coins received by Peabody Museum, 


Dollars 


er Josephus 


yp 


Half-—Dollars 


py Carol 


L Leopold 


Ferdinand II 


o- Carol 


[- 


Ferdinand III 


Leopold 


July 14 Less. 


30 coins 
1 3 ff 
9 it 
1 coin 
i ii 
10 coins 
10 fi 


1713-1730 
1668-1704 
1706-1711 
undated 


1649 


1712-1718 
1697-1703 


July 8, 1935. 


Dr. Carleton S. Ooon 
Peabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Gambridge, Mass. 


Dear Dr. Coon: 


Although we presumibly have most of the 
Austrian coins it would do no harm to send them on and 
we probably would want some of them, as they were mde 
in several mints and there are always certain mints and 
dates that we luck. The only drawback might be that the 
condition is not what we would ordinarily choose. We 
would make vou an offer for the lot, though 1 doubt if 
it would be much more than silver value. There is no 
hurry about sending these on as my assistant who attends 
to the European coins has just gone away on a three 
week vacation. , 


Very truly yours, 


HW :JG Curator 


July 15, 1935. 


Dr. Carleton S. Coon 
Peabody Institute 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear Dr. Coon: 


I wish to acknowle’(ge the receipt 
the other day of the package of Austrian coins 
that you sent on. I have just had a chance to 
look at these and they turn out far better in 
condition than I thought they would. None are 
rare but they present many minor varieties of 
dates, mints, etc. and I think we can use many 
more than I thought we would be able to. I will 
write you again when my assistant comes back. 


Very truly yours, 


HW 3 JG Curutor 


July 31, 1935. 


Dr. Carleton S. Goon 
Peabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear Dr. Coon: 


My assistant got back Monday 
and I am leaving on my vacation tonight. 
We have looked over together the Austrian | 
coins and I am herewith sending you a check 
for $40.00 to pay for the whole lot. This 
‘ds about $6.00 more than present day silver 
value and quite a little more than wat 
silver was a year ago. I trust this amount 
will be satisfactory. We managed to pick out 
for our own use about thirty pieces and I 
chink we can dispose of the rest in course 
of time. 


Very truly yours, 


Hy:JG Curator 


